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INYO COUNTY WATER 
Director Greg James, on 
the pumping plan includ¬ 
ed in the latest Ingo- 
DWP agreement: 

"I do not endorse the 
pumping table within 
the agreement proposed . 
If we followed that 
table for five gears, it 
/ould damage the Owens 
V a 1 leg ." 

James also said that 
the figures used in the 
pumping table were DWP's, 
not Ingo's . So far, 
though, Countg officials 
haven't disputed those 
figures . 
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CONFLICT AND 
CONFUSION IN WAKE 
OF DWP ‘AGREEMENT” 

"HISTORIC ACCORD" IS POLITICAL SUICIDE 


What practically no one could figure out 
was how, or why, Inyo County had gone blun¬ 
dering once again into ’’negotiations" with 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Po¬ 
wer, It had been sincerely believed that 
the Inyo Water Commission had been set up 
(by a vote of j6%) to control and regulate 
the DWP, not surrender to it. 

But there at mid-October it lay: inex¬ 
plicably, dismayingly, the negotiated doc¬ 
ument describing the terms of yet another 
’agreement." Written for the most part by 
the word hacks of DWP it dictated the 
terms of Inyo's capitulation after more 
than 10 long years of "the water war," 

Worse still, the wording of the agree¬ 
ment was so obscure and confounding that, 
at first glance,it gave the appearance of 
having some value, of offering some degree 
of hope to a long-suffering county. (Sup¬ 
erficially, it looked so good that much of 
the local media fell for it instantly and 
rushed headlong into glowing stories hap¬ 
pily headlined "historic accord.") 

Inyo County had plainly been winning 
the water war both legally and politically. 
Under the gun for the first time in years, 
DWP came hat in hand looking for "negotia¬ 
tions." DWP's officials, well aware of the 
county's naivete in ’’negotiating," knew 
full well they could win at the bargaining 
table. By mid-October it was beginning to 
look like DWP was right again; the county 
bumpkins had sold out and were even fall¬ 
ing all over themselves defending the doc¬ 
ument . 

For weeks the water commissioners had 
been meeting in secret with DWP and a few 
members of the city council. They were 
dealing away the county's options and fin¬ 
ally it became clear to most people that 
(because of the secrecy) they either full 
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well intended to do just that - or that 
they were so incompetent they were easily 
snockered by the more sophisticated nego¬ 
tiators of DWP. 

On September 15 the water board happily 
called a press conference to announce (to 
them) the good news: "Accord'." 

Then it took about two weeks for the 
people to catch on. 

Why, why indeed, had the county gone off 
on yet another ’’negotiating" kick? Nobody 
quite seemed to know; but then, at mid-Oc¬ 
tober, it was much too late to be concern¬ 
ed with that. The deed was done, and the 
problem now before the people was that of 
turning it around before the county super¬ 
visors could sell us out entirely. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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ANCIENT ART WORK MEETS THE DUNE BUGGY 
CRAZE/ SUPERVISOR JOHNSON WANTS TO DO 
IT AGAIN/ L.A. GOES TO THE TOP OVER 
MONO LAKE.., 

The Sierra Club may take on the Bur¬ 
eau of Land Management, News sources 
told the News-Letter that the Sierra Club 
people and others are miffed at BLM for 
planning to open up the Panamint sand 
dunes in Inyo County to off-road vehicles. 
In fact, members of the Great Basin Foun¬ 
dation are working right now to document 
some archaelogical sites in that area. It 
is those sites that scientists wish to 
protect from the wheeles of ORV's. In 
that same Panamint area, the Great Basin 
people discovered several huge, rock art 
works that they believe were created by 
men thousands of years ago. The curious 
forms are only fully visible from the air. 
Come of them resemble large birds and 
human-1 ike figures. 

Archaelpgists fear that opening areas 

(Continued on page 6) 


























(Continued from page 1) 

First off, the public, or much or the 
public, could barely understand the docu¬ 
ment, DWP had pulled off a brilliant coup 
with patience and with timing, actually 
convincing the water board that what they 
were doing was a good thing for everybody 
- perhaps even an "historic 1 * thing, as one 
water commissioner blythely prattled to a 
local newspaper. 

But after the self-congratulations 
were over and reality had set in, the 
water commission ms a little dismayed 
to discover that the commission's own 
advisory committee stood 100% against 
the whole shebang - a fact that the comm¬ 
ission was not quite ready to accept. 

It was as if the water commission had 
forgotten entirely what its original pur¬ 
pose and goal had been. (Finally Inyo's 
water director, Greg James, admitted on 
television that he himself could "not en¬ 
dorse" the agreement, or much of it - but 
even then his reservations were quickly 
buried when it came to publicly defending 
the document.) 

The wording in the document was suffic¬ 
iently vague, perhaps deliberately so, to 
confuse any but the most literate among 
DWP opponents. DWP's bureaucratic experts 
wrote much if not most of it. But it took 
only about a week for the bottom-line 
truth to come out.(Too late then; the lo¬ 
cal editors didn't want to retract their 
glowing headlines.) 

Obscured beneath an excess of bureau¬ 
cratic and legalistic verbiage was the 
hard truth Inyo may now have to deal with: 



The county surrenders all - all - of 
its hard-fought lawsuits against DWP. 

DWP can pump more - much more, not less - 
of the county's dwindling underground wat¬ 
ers . 

The document strains to promise a 
long-hoped-for "joint water management" 
association and then, somewhere on Page 
2 or something, gives DWP the absolute 
right to over-rule and counteract absol¬ 
utely any protest the naive water managers 
for Inyo County may want to enforce. 

In return - and this was seen as a 
stroke of genius on the part of DWP's ag¬ 
reement writers - the DWP would cut the 
local water rates. (This was expected to 
cool the opposition, politically*) In 
fact, however, the reduction actually 
amounts to merely a legitimizing of an 
increase (over the past four years) of 
more than 400 % that people would have to 
pay as long as the agreement is in force. 

Also, the county government is allowed 
to keep a few hundred-thousand dollars 
that most citizens thought was their's in 
rightful DWP taxes anyway. 

DWP's opponents were becoming incrers- 
ingly alarmed about the seeming "reduction" 
in water rates. They are all-too-aware of 
the lean purses and dry lawns among local 
residents, and they were fearful that a 
good number of people who might otherwise 
denounce the agreement would instead cave 
in for the few dollars they might seeming¬ 
ly save. They knew, as DWP has well-known 
all along, that not just every Inyo Coun- 
tian is above selling out to DWP for a 

(Continued cn page 5) 


AUTUMN 

HOLIDAY! 


Celebrate this Autumn at Topaz! 

Take a weekend or a week and discover the beauty of Autumn. 

You'll find the air fresh and crisp in a forestland ablaze with Fall colors, 
and an ever-changing panorama of light and color on shimmering Lake Topaz. 

We're only a short drive from Inyo communities. Once you get here 
you'll be greeted by friendly folks in a warm, casual atmosphere. You'll 
find excellent dining - overlooking the lake - inexpensive accomodations, 
and real Nevada-style entertainment. 

We're very close by, but at Lake Topaz you'll find a world of fun and 
relaxation that you can afford. Celebrate Autumn with us at Lake Topaz! 


A PLACE FOR THE FAMILY TO HAVE FUN'. 

At Topaz Lodge there's a special 
room for the kids f filled with all 
of the latest in video games. 



a i 

LODGE 


Highway 395 

at Topaz Lake 


2 















INYO 

JUVENILE HKLL- 

FOR INYO'S PROBATION OFFICER IT'S 
STILL A DREAM DEFERRED. 

Practically everyone agrees; it 1 s a 
good idea, we need it - but don’t put it 
next door to me, That T s the attitude, 
rarely spoken aloud, that Inyo Probation 
Officer John Lee has met. each and every 
time he has tried to establish a juvenile 
hall for Inyo County. 

Practically all of Inyo law enforce 
ment, the County ’s grand juries, numbers of 
supervisors,and even parents publically 
proclaim the need for a suitable facility 
to hold juvenile offenders, or to jail them 
for a while if they are found guilty. But 
the idea of a juvenile hall for Inyo is one 
that stubbornly refuses to happen. Proba¬ 
tion Officer Lee has patiently explained to 
Inyo supervisors that teens know there is a 
good chance that nothing will happen to 
them if they are arrested. How seriously 
can a juvenile take the legal system when 
he is arrested one night and walking the 
street, or even sitting in school, the very 
next day? Because there is usually nc 
place to keep him. 

John lee has tried to set up a hall at 
Independence. It’s logical: the county 
seat is there, it's close to the courts, 
the jail and the probation office. But 
logic has little to do with it. There is 
an adult jail right at the main intersec¬ 


tion of Independence where accused and 
convicted felons are kept. But some people 
simply do not want juvenile delinquents at 
Independence, A few years ago Lee tried to 
convince the supervisors to buy the Title 
Insurance building. The price was right 
and, if nothing else, it would have made a 
great investment. But the supervisors said 
"no," Privately, some admitted that they 
did not want bad kids kept right on the 
main street and not far from private homes. 
While the supervisors hesitated, Frank 
Fodera, of Southern California (Rome before 
that), made a swift purchase of the building 
and transformed it into an Italian restau¬ 
rant. 

John Lee, a man well aquainted with 
the disappointments of political decisions, 
found another vacant building - the old DWP 
offices at Independence. But it sits near 
private homes and, a,nyway, DWP officials 
say they want to demolish it - so that’s 
that. 

One more dream crushed. 

But Lee says he’s constantly searching 
for another building, another idea. He says 
he has nothing definite yet. Lee’s contin¬ 
uing theory is that M the bitter pill of a 
juvenile hall will help later," If a seven¬ 
teen year old knows there is no handy, lo¬ 
cal detention, and that even his name can’t 
legally appear in the press, what incentive 
is there to change? He’s got to be made to 
feel uncomfortable first. 

But then some Inyo supervisors feel 
uncomfortable about the cost of maintaining 

(Continued on page 9) 


THE MAGAZINE OUTGREW US 

Better, thought News-Letter 1 s 
editors, to have a first-class News- 
Letter every two weeks - than to 
publish a some time-magazine of up 
to 40 pages. 

So the News-Letter, with ref¬ 
reshingly fewer advertisements (as 
it was originally intended) , re¬ 
turns to Inyo County / and by that 
we mean Inyo County exclusively , 

We h*ve dropped Mono coverage ex¬ 
cept in those cases where happen¬ 
ings or conditions in Mono directly 
affect the Owens Valley. Thanks for 
your patience .,. 
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ANOTHER DWP 
“AGREEMENT” THAT 
TRADES OFF INYO’S 
FUTURE FOR NOTHINGI 


THE SECRET NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN INYO OFFICIALS AND THE 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER HAVE RESULTED IN A DOCU¬ 
MENT THAT CAN HARDLY BE DESCRIBED AS AN “AGREEMENT.” IT IS 
LITTLE MORE THAN A SURRENDER DOCUMENT BY WHICH INYO ENDS 
AND LOSES THE WATER WAR, AND IN WHICH DWP DICTATES TERM8 
OF THE SURRENDER. UNDER THE AGREEMENT, DWP PUMP8 MORE 
WATER, NOT LESS. THE AGREEMENT, WHICH CLAIMS TO REDUCE 
WATER RATES BY 50% DOES IN FACT LEGITIMIZE AN INCREASE OF 
WATER RATES (OVER THE PAST FOUR YEARS) OF SEVERAL HUNDRED 
PERCENT. FURTHER, THE PRESENT “AGREEMENT” IN NO WAY AD¬ 
DRESSES THE 76% VOTE OF THE PEOPLE TO ESTABLISH CONTROL 
OVER INYO WATER. 


WE DO HOPE EVENTUALLY TO REACH 80ME KIND OF SETTLEMENT 
OF THE WATER ISSUE, IN AN EQUITABLE AGREEMENT BETWEEN DWP 
AND INYO COUNTY. THIS ONE IS NOT IT. 


HERE’S WHAT THE THINKING PEOPLE OF INYO COUNTY WISH TO 
INCLUDE IN ANY SUCH AGREEMENT: 


COURT ACTIONS: ALL COURT ACTIONS ARE TO REMAIN IN EFFECT 
AND VIGOROUSLY PROSECUTED UNTIL THE OWENS VALLEY (FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN 70 YEARS) GETS FAIR AND JUST TREATMENT FROM THE 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES. THE PEOPLE HERE WANT SELF- 
DETERMINATION AND NO LONGER WISH TO LIVE AS A COLONY OF L.A. 

TERM: ANY AGREEMENT MUST BE RENEWED ANNUALLY. 


GROUNDWATER PUMPING: UNDERGROUND PUMPING SHALL NOT EX¬ 
CEED IN ANY YEAR 149.56 cfs, AND WE POINT OUT THAT EVEN WITH 
THAT .LIMITATION MUCH DESTRUCTION HAS ALREADY BEEN CAUSED 
TO THE VALLEY AND TO PRIVATE PROPERTIES. 


WATER RATES: DWP MAY LEAVE ITS METERS IN PLACE, EVEN 
THOUGH ONE HIGH DWP OFFICIAL HIMSELF 8AID THAT INSTALLATION 
OF THE METERS WAS “STUPID.” BUT NO METERED WATER BILL SHALL 
EXCEED $25 PER MOUTH - A MAXIMUM FIGURE WHICH ALLOWS A 
MORE THAN 200% INCREASE IN RATES IN THE PAST FOUR YEAR8. 


ARBITRATION: AN IMPARTIAL ARBITRATION BOARD CONSISTING OF 
COLLEGE LEVEL EXPERTS IN ECOLOGY, HYDROLOGY AND GEOLOGY 
AND ECONOMY, SHALL BE ESTABLISHED. 

ALTHOUGH IT IS NOT A PART OF OUR DEMAND AT THI8 TIME, ONE 
MORE EQUALLY IMPORTANT ISSUE MUST SOONER OR LATER BE 
RESOLVED: LAND. THE COUNTY WILL NEED MORE LAND FOR NON¬ 
POLLUTING INDUSTRY AND FOR (PREFERABLY L0W-C08T) HOUSING, 
IF THE COUNTY OF INYO IS EVER TO HAVE A TAX BASE. L08 ANGELE8 
MUST EVENTUALLY RELEASE SOME OF ITS LAND8 TO EACH OF THE 
COMMUNITIES IN INYO, FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT. 


THE CONCERNED CITIZENS OF OWENS VALLEY WILL 8UPPORT AN 
AGREEMENT WHICH INCLUDES THE ABOVE CONDITIONS. THE 
CONCERNED CITIZENS URGE THE PEOPLE OF INYO COUNTY TO CON¬ 
TACT IMMEDIATELY THEIR SUPERVISORS AND MEMBER8 OF THE 
WATER BOARD TO REJECT THE PRESENT PR0P08ED AGREEMENT AND 
RETURN TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE, TAKING IN ACCOUNT THE 
GENUINE NEEDS AND INTERESTS OF THE PEOPLE OF INYO COUNTY. 


BILL MANNING, PRESIDENT 


PAID FOR BY CONCERNED CITIZENS OF OWENS VALLEY. IMC. 









" AGREEMENT" (Continued from page 2) 

dollar or two. They know also, these op¬ 
ponents standing on principle instead of 
dollars, that the "reduction of water 
rates" clause could cause a serious dis¬ 
unity in any organized plan to defeat the 
agreement. 

And unity among Inyoans is precisely 
what the more outspoken water warriors 
need-very badly right now. Otherwise, any 
protest may well go unheard before a 
board of supervisors too tired, too broke 
and certainly too naive to do anything 
but surrender the whole county to DWP’s 
very sophisticated onslaught on the coun¬ 
ty’s water resources. 

The "new" agreement is not new at all. 
It is plainly and simply another rewrite, 
this time with an abundance of spellbind¬ 
ing verbiage, of similar agreements pres¬ 
ented with such ho-hum monotony time and 
again in recent years - and soundly de¬ 
feated each time. The only difference this 
time is timing itself. The previously 
well-organized resistance has grown quite 
simply tired of having to fight its own 
weak board of supervisors every few 
months or so - and may have decided now 
just to take their deeply ingrained ang¬ 
er to the polls. And this time the prom¬ 
ise of "lower" water bills, however hazy 
and however illusionary, may provide the 
nudge that, tragically, could quite lit¬ 
erally water down the opposition and. 
tragically, give up the costly and noble 
war of 10 long years. 

Ironically, DWP watchers are acutely 
aware that the agreement comes at a time 


when DWP itself would probably cave in to 

any reasonable demands of Inyo County - 
that is, if DWP did not surely know that 
Inyo’s weak officialdom has no stomach for 
sticking with its guns. In recent years 
the department has suffered a well-deserv¬ 
ed lion’s share of surprising legal de¬ 
feats .and a bad press here, in Los Angeles 
and even nationally (Even the long-suppor¬ 
tive Los Angeles Times appears to be rais¬ 
ing embarrassing questions about DWP stew¬ 
ardship of DWP lands and policies.) It is 
clear to anyone who wants to see that city 
hall has been quietly telling DWP to clean 
up its act and make a few concessions to 
the colonials. It was DWP, after all, who 
has kept pushing for "negotiations ," a clear 
sign that the department was getting more 
than a little worried about the restless 
and cantankerous Inyo natives. 

Who needs to "negotiate" when they feel 
they're winning? 

Was Inyo County actually winning? Yes. 

In recent months, DWP clearly wanted In¬ 
yo County (and Mono County) off its back, 
and probably would be happy to make far 
more concessions than the supervisors or 
the water commissioners could bring them¬ 
selves to believe; but such officials make 
poor poker players, and worse negotiators. 

But like it or not, Inyo may now be 
stuck with it - this "new" agreement - 
for awhile at least. That is not to say 
that opposition is dead, or that any ma¬ 
jority favors it. Even as the sad doings 

at the week’s supervisors* meeting were 
drawing to a disappointing close (the wat- 
(Continued on next page) 
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" AGREEMENT" (Continued from previous page) 
er commissioners with their puppy-like eag¬ 
erness to please, had recommended the 
board’s adoption of the agreement), the 
opposition began quietly building. Why, 
this time, had it taken so long for the 
people to catch on? Well, as one signer of 
a petition declared: "I just didn’t under¬ 
stand at first what the agreement was say¬ 
ing or what it meant. They wrote it so it 
looked alright - until I really read it.” 

He signed. So did numbers of others. 

After the eager recommendations of the 
water commissioners, the supervisors were 
playing it cool anyhow. Before they can 
act, they must first hold the obligatory 
public hearings, and they will of course 
take at least a superficial reading of 
the public pulse. Even at this late hour 
in the water war, there is still the chance, 
of course, that there may yet remain enough 
public outrage out there somewhere to 
chill the heart of even the most cynical 
sell-out supervisor. 

But whichever way it goes, the agree¬ 
ment as it now stands is unlikely to res¬ 
olve the problems that both DWP and the 
county officials might like. More 
likely it would provoke an escalation of 
the water wars for the next five years. 

And if the county’s lawsuits are dropped, 
then DWP would be less happy to face the 
threat of private suits - far more deadly 
- that might replace them. 

As for the local officials who brought 
the county to this surrender table, they 
may ponder the possibility that they are 
the ones - unique in the county’s recent 
history - who could be remembered as the 
crowd that sold out their neighbors. ■ 


NEWS BRIEFS (Continued from first page) 

even close to these ancient alignments of 
rocks will mean their demise. Some say 
that a dune buggy rider might disrupt the 
artwork without even knowing it. 

BLM just released its plan for the 
opening of the Panamint dunes. The public 
gets a chance to comment on it. Bureau 
people declare that the draft plan allows 
a maximum of twenty vehicles per day into 
the dunes with a permit requiring them to 
stay out of natural and culturally valu 
able areas. Of course, no one will follow 
the ORV’s around to police their motorized 
trips through the dunes. 

Going all the way for its water rights, 
the city of Los Angeles has asked the 
United States Supreme Court to overturn the 
California Supreme Court decision in the 
Mono Lake case, DWP wants the nations high 
court to re-examine the Public Trust 
Doctrine, 

The State Supreme Court found that tie 
public interests should be considered when 
doling out water rights. That court also 
said that Los Angeles’ water rights in the 
Mono Basin should be reconsidered in light 
of the Public Trust Doctrine. 

Of course, L.A. wants no reconsidera¬ 
tion of its water rights at all. Some who 
have watched DWP’s activities in Inyo-Mono 
in the last twenty years say that it is the 
water rights issue which lies at the heart 
of the water war. In Inyo County no one 
has pushed that point. In Mono, the Mono 
Lake Committee, some residents, the Nation¬ 
al Audubon Society, and others are pushing 

(Continued on next page) 
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NEWS BRIEFS (Continued ) 

it. And DWP is worried about that fight. 

Los Angeles officials have been doing some 
heavy lobbying in Washington, D.C. They 
did manage to dilute the Mono Lake Monument 
bill, but influencing the U.S. Supreme 
Court justices will, hopefully, be more 
difficult. 

Meanwhile, diversion of water from the 
Mono Basin was expected to start again by 
October 17th. 

News-Letter's Clarence Benbrook tangled 
with a big corporate newspaper. Though he 
lost the court fight, that paper, the Her¬ 
ald Examiner, has left Inyo County, 

A few years ago Benbrook handled the 
Herald Examiner route in Inyo. Then one 
day, he says, the Examiner simply refused 
to give him his papers and turned the route 
over to someone else , giving him no reason 
and no notice, Benbrook called it a breach 
of contract. 

After much haggling and attempts at 
settlement, the issue recently went to court 
at Independence, Benbrook paid the Inyo 
County clerk $1100 for fees on a jury trial. 
He added that a jury was selected and that 
Judge Don Chapman kept asking the jury wheth¬ 
er they could be fair to a big corporation, 
Benbrook wondered if they could be fair to 
him. 

But he said the jury did not have a 
chance to pass judgement because the "Her¬ 
ald Examiner lawyer called for a dismissal 
saying I had proved no loss of money," So 
the judge dismissed the case. 

The disgruntled plaintiff says he did 
lose his investment in trucks, news stands, 
and wages. While the Herald Examiner won 
the case, it lost Inyo County. Examiner 
spokesmen confirmed to us that the paper 
will cease circulating in Inyo County as of 
October l6th, 

Benbrook, not unhappy to see the news¬ 
paper retreat, had built up the circulation 
to between 1,000 and 1500 papers, down to 
600 coun~ywide since he lost the route. 

And ongoing in Invo court now is the 
murder trial of 28 year old John Lang of 
the Trona area. Eight months ago reports 
came in over police monitors that a body 
had been found near Trona, that a man had 
been shot. 

Sheriffs men kept the case quiet un¬ 
til they had a suspect in custody. Inyo 
Sheriff’s detective Dan Kassemos told us 
that "the victim of a homicide was apparent¬ 
ly shot numerous times," He said the crime 
had occurred inside the Inyo County line. 

The victim was Theodoros Chilas of Greece. 
Lang and Chilas may have been roommates for 
a short time. 

The detective added that Chilas was 
apparently shot while sitting in the back 
seat of a vehicle and that his body was tak¬ 
en to a desert location about "a half mile 
north of the Kerr McGee plant recreation 
center." 

lang’s attorney, Public Defender Dean 
Stout, entered a not guilty plea for his 
client. Testimony is expected to begin a- 
round October l8th, 225 people were sum¬ 
moned for jury selection. 

Diaz Lake - it’s not a big body of water 
and DWP used to keep it filled. Then one 



He will run for re-election. Super¬ 
visor Johnny Johnson, hospitalized in past 
months, says he’s feeling fine now and is 
ready to run for supervisor again next 
year. Johnson will be going for his third 
term. 

Following his illness, Johnson had 
been less definite about running for 
office. In fact, rumors had circulated 
that former County Administrator John K. 
Smith might try to get back into court¬ 
house politics. But he had told the News- 
Letter emphatically that he had no inter¬ 
est in running for office. Smith, along 
with some other former officials, still 
packs a lot of punch in local issues when 
they choose to speak out. 


year the Department asked Inyo to pay for 
the water in Diaz, It seemed like a petty 
position at the time, so some Inyo officials 
started to think about drilling a well. Af¬ 
ter all, Diaz Lake attracts a fair amount 
of tourism for the community of Lone Pine. 

Parks Director Jim Angelo arranged for 
grant money to pay for two wells, Snoderly 
Pumping of Bishop will do the job. One of 
the wells will serve domestic needs at the 
lake site. The other well will pump water 
into the aqueduct, some 400 acre feet per 
year, which will be taken out for Diaz Lake. 
Angelo said the well will not be used in 
excessive wet years when DWP has more water 
than it knows what to do with anyway. 


How much talk about government matters 
can be done in secret? Many may remember 
that the Inyo Supervisors went behind clos¬ 
ed doors to talk about a raise for former 
Public Works Director Harold Callahan. Sup¬ 
ervisor P,D. Cook indicated that it was the 
Board’s "God-given right" to talk about such 
matters in secret. It’s unclear what the 
Deity’s attitude is, but the State Court of 
Appeals recently ruled that city councils 
must conduct their deliberations on salary 
adjustments for non-elected officials in 
public sessions, not private ones. 

It’s easy to imagine that this ruling 
very likely applies to the procedures of 
boards of supervisors as well as city coun¬ 
cils, The court ruled essentially that it’s 
all right to evaluate workers in a closed 
session, but salary discussions are another 
matter. The High Court pronounced it "dif¬ 
ficult to imagine a more critical time for 
public scrutiny" of government than when it 
is engaged in "determining how it shall 
spend public funds, "g 
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NIMBY 

An Extraordinary Cloud Who Meets a 
Remarkable Friend 

Story and pictures by Jasper Tomkins 

Reviewed by Eva Poole-Gilson 


most pages hold only a single line or two of 
words. All their meanings, however, are ex¬ 
travagantly expanded and embellished by the 
drawings they accompany: twenty-seven in all 
Mr. Tomkins 1 water colors are elegant in 
their round looseness. And does he know his 
color wheel?—Such a mellow complementing cf 
one color by another is rarely seen in any 


Every "children's classic"appeals to 
adults. If you loved The Wizard of Oz or 
Peter Pan when you were ten, you no doubt 
still love them today. There's no cut-off 
age beyond which a child—supposedly become 
an adult—suddenly denies the favorite hero¬ 
ines of his or her youthful literary world. 

The beauty of an immortal character in a 
child's tale is that children of sixty can 
relate to him as well as can children of six.' 

I'll take the dive and call Nimby a 
contemporary hero. The personality of this 
cloud is universally delightful. You may be 
seventy-five—but can you resist a cloud who 
deliberately changes himself into a hippo to 
'amuse children? Wouldn't it be fun to go 
visit this character who, on dark days, can 
take the form of an airplane to zoom apart 
the rest of the clouds and let the sun break 
through? Here's a cloud who defies tradition: 
when the "grand old puffs" want to maintain 
the regularity of their sky-and-wind-formed 
beauty, Nimby says "Playfulness is a step 
beyond beauty." Because he has integrity, he 
then separates himself from "the beautiful 
crowd." He winds himself into the form of a 
leafy tree, sits down on a hillside and con¬ 
templates his feelings. Not long and he's 
off on his own adventure—free. 

Nimby is a kind of little zen cloud who 
indirectly says "Only individual joy and 
self-transformation make real magic." 

Because of his perhaps brash and pre¬ 
cipitous departure from "those of his kind," 
Nimby experiences a bit of loneliness. How¬ 
ever, he doesn't fight that. Soon his accep¬ 
tance of himself floats him right exactly to 
the place he's supposed to be: the middle of 
the ocean. 

Here—way past where any reasonable 
cloud would expect any salvation—here Nimby 
finds a single island who becomes his best 
friend. Actually, the island spots Nimby, 
and attracts his attention by changing himself 
into a ship. 

In the island Nimby discovers a "soul" 
with whom he shares an affinity: the knowledge 
of how to allow oneself to be open, to be 
free, to be anything and have fun! 

Nimby and the island spend days being 
baseball mit and ball^ pipe and smoke rings, 
sundae dish and fluffy ice cream... you name 
it! I suspect they'll never run out of ideas. 
I suspect they'll be playing at learning all 
the things they can be from now to forever. 
Isn't that what all of us want to do? (l in¬ 
tend to look for them and catch a lesson 
or two on my next ocean cruise.) 

Nimby's creator,Jasper Tomkins, has writ¬ 
ten a "simple children's story"—a story cf 
transcendence! The longest written page con¬ 
tains less than eight short lines of tyre, but 

£ 


book. 

NIMBY is a visual treat as well as a 
dessert for the spirit and imagination. 

NIMBY is a happy book in which the whole world 
is alive: hills can frown, trees can smile, 
and the sun watches it all, wide-eyed. 


v Nimby and 
the island were 
the best of 
friends . And 
no one ever knew , 
except you, and 
me , and the sun . " 

This book is 
available through 
The Green Tiger 
Press, Box 3000, 
La Jolla, CA 
92038 ($7.95). 
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PIKE GAS CO., IHC. 


P.O. BOX G 1000 N. MAIN ST. 
PHONE: 876-5921 
^LONE PINE_ 


"y<H4A Only Ouutsd QgA 

Tri| Somethi09 
DlfTCRCffl For lunch 

Now there 1 s a Sandwich Bar at Holmes ... 


H eal in 

YiaveA. 


They'll cater to your 
Personal tastes with 
Shakes, Smoothies & 
juices, or Sandwiches 
made with Home-made 
Bread . And there's 
Weekly Specials, too. 


YOUR COMPLETE HEALTH FOOD STORE 

Call in for take-out orders 

872-5571 192 W. Line Bishop 






































by Clarence Benbrook 

Reading the headlines can be pretty 
depressing these days . But not for 
Clarence Benbrook. With tongue planted 
firmly in cheek, he quips his way 
through current events . 

Soviet Minister Gromyko’s visit here to 
the U.N. cancelled because he was not given 
enough security. He deserves exactly as much 
security as Korean flight 007. 

The California Supreme Court says a bal¬ 
ance must be reached between L,A.’s water 
rights and Mono Lake’s ecological values. 

Mono can try and balance the ecology. D.W.P. 
will balance the water. 

House passes bill aimed at creating 
500,000 new jobs. Wonder who is going to 
create the money to pay for the jobs. 

Watt’s in hot water again. His foot 
slipped out of his mouth, but he put it back 
in again. 

Angry Senate slashes funds for United 
Nations. If the U.N. doesn’t get our money 
they’ll be the Disunited Nations. 

Accidentally fired missile lands near 
Cartago. If it had hit someone they would 
have been as dead as if it had been fired on 
purpose. 

Can’t Reagan say what he means? No. 

He sees what is happening to Watt. 

Saudi Arabia launching a new ’’holy war” 
on Christians. They’re going to throw lions 
to the Christians. 

Pope urges ’’natural” birth control drive. 
China driving for one child per family to 
keep the population slowed. Overdrive and 
Underdrive. 

Watt is a bigot and should be fired. 

He who is without bigotry should build the 
fi re. 


Humor is seriousness with a mask over 
its face. 

When a polititian wants to evade an 
issue, he appoints a blue ribbon panel to do 
it for him. 

Space Ants found dead. No picnic in 
outer space. 

U.S, refinances debts by replacing huge, 
unpayable debts with massive, unpayable debts. 

If private citizens ride the Space Shuttle 
who should go? Congress? 

Famous last words: ’’These dams were 
built for flood control, so how come I’m 
flooded?” 

Bandits glue postmistress to wall with 
super glue while they rob post office. Sticks 
much better than stamp glue. 

If you think our government’s problems 
are bad, just wait until you feel their 
solutions. 



JUVENILE HALL- (Continued from page 3) 


a juvenile hall. The County now pays for 
sending some teens to facitities in other 
counties. That’s expensive too. But John 
Lee’s humanistic viewpioint is this: ’’We’re 
not dealing with carburetors or things, but 
with human lives,” Statistically speaking, 
it’s difficult to justify the absolute need 
and benefit of a local juvenile facility. 

But experience and gut feeling tells most 
law enforcement people that just being 
locked up for a day or two, right away, can 
prevent an arrogant teenager, bent on de- 
fyiny the law, from heading for a life pat¬ 
tern of big trouble. 

In Inyo County, juvenile crime is a 
problem. Dozens of families know it, and 
so do those victimized by teens. Right now, 
if anyone under eighteen is found guilty of 
a crime, he or she may go to a facility 
outside of Inyo _ounty, Lee feels that 
keeping them in their own community is better 
better. 

At this point, though, it appears that 
the ’’bitter pill” for some Inyo teens will 
wait until adulthood, when the taste is far 
more bitter. ■ 


WE’RE ^ 

FIGHTING FOR T 
YOUR LIFE 


American 
Heart Association 


CARPET * LINOLEUM * CERAMIC TILE, 
_TILE * HARDWOOD FLOORS 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL FLOORyREMODELING 
Tonopah, Mono County f Southern Inyo 


Hoover Vacuums 
& Accessories 



Master Card 
Visa 


Modern Floors 


LIC. #244228 

873-5406 1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 



-& LIGHTING 

307 SOUTH MAIN • BISHOP • 873-7321 



Rockwood 

FIREPROOF 
HEARTH CARPETS 


Winter’s on the wa 

Make it a cozy one 
with a new wood s 
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A MILLION TREES FOR L.A.-~ COMPLEMENTS OF 
OWENS VALLEY/ O'CONNOR THROWS HER "BONNET" 
INTO THE RING/ INYO DEPUTIES WANT TO MAKE 
PEACE/ WATER DIRECTOR JAMES HAS RESERVA¬ 
TIONS ABOUT LATEST DWP-INYO AGREEMENT 


For the 1984 Olympics Los Angeles 
people want to plant one million new 
trees in that city. Now, we * re all 
for the planting of new trees. Of 
course, while L.A. shows off new 
greenery to the Olympic-goers, Owens 
Valley trees continue to die and end 
up in fire places here and there. 

A group calling themselves "The 
Tree People'* are pushing for the one 
million new trees in L.A. They say 
that these new plantings will also 
help filter the filthy smog out of 
L.A.'s air. Even as they plan for 
cleaner air in smogville, the dust 
pollution in the Owens Valley air 
grows worse every year. The Air 
Pollution Control District people say 
that DWP's groundwater pumping and 
water diversions are causing the 
problems. 

Maybe someone should call * ! The 
Tree People. 11 Maybe they'd like to 
practice their good habits in the 
Owens Valley too. 

(The Tree People, 12601 Mulhollanc 
Dr., Beverly Hills, CA 90210. Or 
call 2 13-769-CONE or 213-769-2663.) 


"S 


And a Los Angeles teamster did 
come to the aid of the Big Pine 
Trucking strike. In fact, he's a man 
with close ties to Inyo County. 

Richard Payne of the Teamster's Union 
Western Conference in L.A. helped 
settle that troublesome strike. Payne 
is the nephew of a well-known Southern 
Inyo man who died last year, W. Paul 
Payne of Keeler. In fact, the elder 
Payne used to write some stinging 
columns for the News-Letter . He 
wasn't wild about unions. 

Anyway, his nephew Richard was the 
one who finally managed to negotiate 
a settlement with the Big Pine Truck¬ 
ing Company owners. It was a deal 
that pretty much satisfied both sides. 

Running for office-- it's not a 
very popular pastime in Inyo County. 

A1though,behind the scenes, there are 
a few talking about running for 

supervisor when the opportunity 
arises. In fact, Cindy O'Connor,of 
Bishop, confirmed to us that she had 
thought of running for the Board of 
Supervisors. And we were the first 
me<ia to uncover the fact that 
• 'i.onnor is going to run for the 
State Assembly seat. She is, of 
course, a member of the Inyo County 
ater Commission right now. 

O'Connor said that in January 
she will make a formal announcement 
of her intentions to run for office. 
The West Bishon Democrat would chal¬ 


lenge Republican Assemblyman Phil 
Wyman. 

Speaking of politics... Remember 
the election of a new sheriff for 
Inyo County? That race created some 
bitter resentment between Dorsey and 
Coburn supporters- especially among 
law enforcement officers. Men in the 
Sheriff's Department and in the 
Bishop Police Department tangled in 
an unforgettable feud. 

There were even battles between 
different factions in the Sheriff's 
Department. So is it all over? Well, 
one Deputy brought up the idea of 
forming a Fraternal Order of Police 
in Inyo-Mono - an organization in 
which all law officers in the Eastern 
Sierra can get together. 

Disturbing comment... Inyo's Water 
Director Greg James confirmed that 
under the present DWP agreement pro¬ 
posal, L.A. can drill more than a 
dozen new wells. And if the agree¬ 
ment falls through at any point, DWP 
can use those wells to export still 
more water from the Owens Valley 
underground. 

James also admitted that he can¬ 
not support the pumping table or 
plan in the new agreement . He said 
the pumping rates in the table would 
probably cause damage in the Owens 
Valley during the proposed five year 
period of the agreement . 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT DEPARTMENT ... 
Sheriff's Deputy A1 George had a 
grandson born on August 12th. And it 
just so happens that both George's 
daughter and son(father of the new 
baby boy) were also born on August 
12th! That's got to be a big day for 
parties in the George family! 


Your only locally owned office 
in Southern myo... 
serving Southern Inyo 


Southern Inyo acreage - 5 acres on 
Highway 395 with well. $30,000. 

140 secluded acres at the foot of the 
Sierra. Complete with house, cottage 
and springs. $140,000. 


OnluiK 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
Owner-Broker 

Zl, We’re Here For You. 


310 so mam street, suite 108 lone pine California 93545 876-4121 
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From: "MANDATE OF THE SPACE AGE" by Fred W. Parker 


the small rain 

the small rain comes gently 
as a primrose unfolds 
a doe treds 
a hand touches hand 

the small rain comes softly 
as a cloud shadow spreads 
a whiff of sage 
hair brushes a face 

the small rain comes lightly 
as dandelion tufts float 
dragonflies circle 
as a baby breathes 

from the small rain 
comes no rampant river 
only a freshness and 
wild flowers 

- by richmond parker - 

"the small rain" is the title poem of a 
book of poetry by Richmond Parker, Rt 1 Box 70 
Independence, CA 93526 (2.25). 


Here in the midst of all eternity, 
out of the endless eons of the past, 
galaxies swarm in great diversity, 
in space beyond all knowing, vast. 

Here countless megaeons loom ahead, 
as endless as the ages gone before, 
and earth is far too young to be made dead 
by addled men, whose race had promised more; 
too soon to quit good verdant Mother Earth, 
though she might better be without man f s aid. 
Now, reckless man should prove his basic worth, 
not leave huge debts of gratitude unpaid. 

Why waste this one-time opportunity? 

It can’t be squandered with impunity. 

Mankind must soon awaken to the fact 

that business-as-usual is past, 

and all is lost if men cannot react 

with space age wisdom, and be sure and fast. 

There yet is time for us to gain control 

of forces great technology has spawned. 

We can get wise enough to play the role 
demanded when this awsome space age dawned, 
for only prejudice obscures the truth 
that all mankind is one great family. 

Men and women soon can attain the truth 
they need: stop calling love anomaly. 

The future of our race depends on speed 
in spread of wisdom that all humans need. 

"Mandate of the Space Age n is one poem 
from a book of poetry titled Andromeda by 
Fred W. Parker, Rt 1 Box 70, Independence, 

CA 93526. 



LKS NIEGKS - RENO-S/1CR/1NVENTO 
FRESNO t OR/4NGE COUNTY-LA. 


EASTERN 

FLYING 

SERVICE 


SIERRA 


-CALL- 

Bishop Lone Pine 
872-1440 876-4674 
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Bill Manning, 
resident of Big 
Pine and President 
of the Concerned 
Ci tizens of the 
Owens Valley, re¬ 
cently took Report¬ 
er Peter Grauman 
and a fi lm crew 
from PBS's KCET 
(out of L.A.) to 
the Independence 
"Springfield" , east 
of Independence . 

The dying brush 
bears witness to 
the damage the sev¬ 
eral DWP pumps have 
done to the once 
marshy terrain . 


Photo Page 


US POSTAGE PAID 
BULK RATE 
Independence, Cal 
Permit #6 
93526 


Inyo County 
News-Letter 
P.0. Box 33 
Independence , 
CA 93526 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Inyo County Library 
County of Inyo 
Independence, CA 93526 















